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                 Gregory P. Kurtz 
     Mayor 

City of Independence, Ohio 

                                                       (216) 524-4131         

            

 

                                

 
MAYOR KURTZ’S WEEKLY UPDATE FOR MARCH 4, 2022 

 
 
 

Bank Robbery 

The Independence Police Department continues to search for the man who held up the 

Chase Bank at 6200 Brecksville Road on Friday morning.  No one was injured.  

The suspect is a heavy-set black male, wearing a black 

hooded shirt, book bag, black knit cap, black pants w/white 

stripes, and a tan mask.  He entered the bank and produced 

a note demanding money but did not produce a weapon.   

Within minutes, all available units responded to the scene 

to secure the area and the adjacent residential 

neighborhood.   

IPD was assisted by Broadview Heights and Cleveland 

Metroparks Police. A K-9 unit and drone were utilized to 

search for the suspect, who is believed to have left the area shortly thereafter.  

Independence schools were temporarily put into a "soft" lockdown out of an abundance 

of caution. Saint Michael’s school was asked to take recess inside because the school and 

bank are located on Brecksville Road.  The suspect never got near any of the schools.   

Independence Detectives are investigating with the assistance of the FBI. If you have 

any information that could help in the investigation, please contact our dispatch at 216-

524-1234.  
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Brecksville Road Bridge Accident 

Witnesses say a truck pulling out of a driveway at the northeast end of the Brecksville 

Road bridge caught a low-hanging wire that pulled down two light poles mounted on the 

bridge and other power and communication lines. The light poles were critically 

damaged and threatened to fall on the freeway below.  

 

 

Independence Fire Department crews notified needed resources from the Ohio 

Department of Transportation (ODOT) and The Illuminating Company to help secure 

the light poles, so they did not fall.   

The Police Department did an outstanding job of shutting down and securing the 

roadways on SR 21 and the I-480 East ramp.   

There was a live wire hanging down from the bridge deck over the berm of the freeway. 

Police secured this area while operations were going on above.  

Working with the power company and ODOT, the Fire Department simultaneously 

closed the freeway in both directions, cut both poles off at their base, and raised them up 

and over the fence to the bridge deck. The highway was closed for about 20 minutes 

during this operation.   

Fire Chief Rega said, “This was a very unusual situation with a high potential for things 

to go wrong.” He added, “I am happy to report that the quick response by all agencies 

prevented any further damage or potential loss of life.” 
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Repairs were completed to the bridge fence on Thursday. However, work to reestablish 

the communication cable took an additional 5-6 hours.    

 

Brecksville Road Bridge Project 

Talk about timing – ODOT was already scheduled to begin a major project on the 

Brecksville Road bridge on Monday, March 7.   

Please be aware that the southbound curb lane will be closed for two weeks starting 

Monday, March 7.  Two lanes of northbound traffic and one lane of southbound traffic 

will be maintained during the next two weeks.  

Beginning March 21, the entire southbound side of the bridge will be closed for 

approximately four (4) months.  Two-way traffic will be maintained on the east side of 

the bridge.  

I-480 under Brecksville Road (SR 21) will have various lane restrictions during the night 

starting Monday, March 14 through late October.  

Two-lane closures will be implemented and continue until the project is completed, 

which is estimated to be in June 2023.  

If you have any questions or concerns, please contact the Engineering Department at 

216.524.1374.  

 

Finance Reports  

Read Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Update for 

March 4, 2022 here, and the Legislative Review for the 

March 8, 2022 City Council Meeting here. 

 

 

 

Community Recycling Grant 

The Cuyahoga County Solid Waste District has awarded 

the City of Independence a $5,830 Community 

Recycling Awareness Grant.    

These grants are designed to help communities educate residents about recycling 

https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/finance_report_-_weekly_.php#outer-822
https://cms9.revize.com/revize/independenceoh/departments/finance/legislative_reviews.php#outer-871
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through printed materials, newsletters, refrigerator magnets, shredding events, and 

other activities.  The funds make it easier for local governments to produce these 

materials and deliver a consistent message across the county. 

The City will use the grant money to host two community-wide shred days and produce 

new labels that explain recycling for trash and recycling bins.  

 

Right-to-Read Week 

Students and staff at the Independence Primary School celebrated Right-to-Read Week 

with books, colorful dress-up-themed days, and daily prizes for students who turned in 

their reading verification slips.   

 

I was honored that Kathy Logelin, the IPS librarian invited me to be among the 

“celebrity readers.”  

I read “I Need My Monster” by Amanda Noll to Ms. Lee’s first-grade class. It is a unique 

monster-under-the-bed story that demonstrates how the power of humor can 

sometimes help children overcome their fears.   

Over 25 celebrity readers visited classrooms at IPS this week! Celebrity readers included 

leaders from the City (Finance Director Vern Blaze, Economic Development Director 

Jessica Hyser, Youth Coordinator Rita Glover, Clerk of Courts Angie Zidanic, City 
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Engineer Don Ramm, Community Services Director Emily Thomas), librarians from 

Independence CCPL (Ann Marie DePenti, Lynn Raymond, Kathy Roach), 

administrators and staff from ILSD (Ben Hegedish, Tom Dreiling, Mike Pennington, 

Jamie Hogue, Jamie Vanek, Lisa McClain, Brooke Gradert, Diane Brown, Pam 

Westbrooks (RN), (former Superintendent) Steve Marlow), Independence Police (Chief 

Butler, Officer Brian, our own Kevin Repicky, SRO), President of IPS PTO (Katie Hill),  

CVCC Career Specialist (Amanda Jaronowski), and members of ILSD Board of 

Education (Ron Bernstein, Joan Mencl). 

Motivating children and teens to read helps to introduce them to new adventures, 

characters, and experiences that can enrich their lives for years to come.  

 

Train & Toy Show 

The annual Independence Train and 

Toy Show is Saturday, March 5, at the 

Fieldhouse (6354 Selig Drive) from 10 

AM to 3 PM.  

Kay & Dennis Peffer of KD Trains are 

hosting the event and say their goal is to 

create new family memories for 

children and grandchildren through the magic and enjoyment of model trains.   

The Train & Toy Show will feature trains of different sizes, operating layouts, displays, 

new and vintage trains, and dealer tables.  Independence School Boosters will be selling 

concessions. There will be 250+ tables and approximately 90 different vendors. 

Admission is $7 and children under age 12 are FREE when accompanied by an adult. 
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Mardi Gras Luncheon 

Residents celebrated Fat Tuesday in true Mardi 

Gras fashion at the Civic Center this week.  

The seniors dressed up and indulged in a special 

Mardi Gras-themed lunch complete with paczkis 

for dessert. 

 

 

 

Weekly Wellness & Sleep  

Anyone who has tossed and turned and had trouble getting a good night’s rest knows 

how important restorative sleep is to a healthy mind and body.   

Residents are invited to attend the Weekly Wellness discussion on Thursday, 

March 10, from 6:30 -7:30 PM at the Civic Center. Barb Bandagski from My 

Medicare Network will discuss why sleep matters, how much sleep you need, and the 

stages of sleep, as well as tips to improve sleep for your overall health!  

Individuals can register online, over the phone (216-524-7373) or in-person at the Civic 

Center. 
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The City has started recruiting candidates for a variety of seasonal summer positions.  It 

is easy to apply, just go to the website and click the red Job Openings star on the home 

page.  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly 

Updates, please ask them to email their name to  

https://independenceohio.isolvedhire.com/jobs/

